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EVI 


O F H E 


STATE 


.OF 


ENGLISH 


THE. 


NATION. 


upon the un- 
I asg Ill Re e the Me · 
thods, dy which our antjent Nobility 
and Gentry, wefe duc d ſrom the terrible 
Greatneſs and Power they poſſeſs d in Exg- 
la before the Days of King Heury VII. 


It was the de of that wiſe Prince, 
lh? 


that the only 


rhe haughty Spi- 
rits of the Pugh 


* lity, Was to make 
them poor; ks by Force was ont of 
his Power, af 9 1 in'd ſeveral of his 
Predeceſſors 3 but the trueſt Policy was 
to lay ſome Baits before them to bring them 
to do it themſelves+ And this was the grave 
Undertaking, and which he effeRually 
brought to paſs, and left as his laſt Advice 
ts his Son; That to bring them -perfefly 
under, it was abſolutely neceſſary he ſhould 
keep himſelf rich, and make them poor. 


— certain 1 — this new. extravagance 


Pre that for- 


was ſpent in the Country in buildi 
Ga Roring up Arms, and —— 
Troops, being now ſpent in Ruffs, Rib- 
— Joys and Trifles, uſual in the 

Gaictics 


( 42 ) 


Gaieties ef Dreſs and Equipage, fill'd the 
Town to be ſure with the little uſeleſs 


Trades depending upon ſuch Fopperies ;. 


and this is the poor amends the Extra- 
vagance of great Families brings to Trade. 
This is the mighty Equivalent, the luxuri- 
ous Living of our Gentry brings to the Pub- 
lick in the ſtead of raiting, continuing, and 
in a ſuitable Meaſure ſupporting -a more 
ſubſtantial Grandeur, by preſerving their 
Eftates, and ſpending a neceſſary Propor- 
tion among their Neighbours. 

Now, that I may not all at once diſoblige 
the innumerable Crowd of Tradeſmen, who 
depend upon the Extcavagagce of the Gen- 
try, who plead for Luxury, not as a Vice 
in Manners, but as a Vertue in Trade, that 
this poor Paper may not at once be D d 
by all the Milliners, Lace men, Perfumers, 
Perr imig- makers, Glo ders, RibboneWeavers, 
and the ten thouſunds of the Aſhſtants ro 
the Pride of Courts, aud the Gallantry of 
both Sexes ; I deſice to ſtate the true Me- 
dium b-tween the two Extremes in this 
Caieg and to tell the World, how by a 
Common Prudence the Gentry. might ſup- 
port their ownExpence, and Trade luffer no 
Manner of Decay. ; 


All the Evils that attend us in Englend, 
come from our extendig things beyond 
their due Mediums, and from running into 


anhappy Extremes. I could run this into 
abundance of Particulars; and perhaps it 
would be true in every thing, I am ſure it 
would de true in Publick Matters, as we 
have innumerable Inflances in our daily Ex- 
perience; but 1 would avoid long Digreſſi- 
ons with my utmoſt Diligence, and therefore 
in this Caſe confine it only ty Trade. 

The Gaiety and Splendour of the Exgliſo 
Court is, ſince the times above mentioned, 
arriv'd to a Degree ſo extraordinary in it 
ſelf, and is extended by long practice to 
the whele Nation, that to put an entire 
flop to it, would ruin thanſands of Fami- 
lies, and be a prodigious Shock to Trade; 
and [ cannot tei], whether ſuppreſſing the 
Vice would not de more fatal, than its Con- 
tinuance, by R;rving Milticudes of Poor, 
who now depend upon the various Branches 
of Publick Vanity. 


As I have noted the beginning of the 
Gentries Ruin in the Time of King Hen. VII. 


and his Son, ſo *tis neceflary to add here, 
that in thoſe Reigns the Engliſh Nation be - 


gau firſt ro increaſe in Trade; the Wool that 


formerly went abroad, began now to be 
Manuſactur'd at home, and this enrich'd the 


Country, kept our People at home, drew 


Crowdy of Forcigners over to us, and en- 


"ccreas'd our Numbers of Families. 


In Queen Eliz4betb's long and flouriſhing 
Reign, aided by the Perſecutions of the Ca- 
thollck League in France, and the Duke 
D' Alva in HKlanders; Infinite Numbers of 
Proteftants of thoſe Nations ſwarm'd into 
England, encourag'd by that Wiſe Queen, 
who well knew that Numbers of People are 
the Wealth and Strength of a Natiou, and 
that Manufactures always make a Nation 
flouriſh. 

Theſe vaſt Additions to Trade enrich'd 
the Commonalty; and now Mechanick 
Wealth began co encreaſe prodigioully, 

To Queen Flizaberh ſucceeded K. Fame: 
the exceſhve Vanity and Luxury of whoſe 
Court prepat d; and the Civil Wars in 
the Reign of his Son, abſolutely finiſh'd 
the Ruin of the Exgliſb Gentty, and ob- 
lig'&them to be meer Slaves to the Errors of 


the Times; Frfay nothing of the Reign of 
King Charles II. becauſe I would rather co- 


ver than'expoſe a Reign, in which and from 
whence other more politick Deſigns laid 
the Foundation of the Ruin nat of the 
bility only, but of the whole Nation i — 
bauching the Morals as well as Habics asd 
Cuſtoms of the People in General. 
Thus by degrees we have brought Vice 
and Extravagance to be abſolutely -neceſſa- 
ry to Trade; aad People became Adrocates 
for the Devil, meerly to ſave: themſelves, 
from ſtarving; the Nation ſeems. under an 
unhappy Neceſſity to uphold their Follies, in 
ordet᷑ to preſerve their Trade; and a'mi He: 
rable Article it is: What a mighty Proſpe&@ 
of Reformation muſt this ſhew us, that when- 
ever we come to reform our Manners, we 


mall ruin our Manufactures; that when 


our Vices come to be Cramp'd and Re- 
ſtrain'd, our Trade will fink with it z this is 
juſt as if we ſhould forbid our Magiſtea tes 

: Puniſh- 


(430) 


—— 7 — fear of leſſening 
the Bxtiſ® z'\and Encourage all manner of 
Exceſſes, to raiſe the Cuſtoms #pon Wine; 
netps to Commerce as theſe ate Fatal 
to the gener God, and at the ſame time 
they affift in us Trade, undo us in Manners, 
and lay the Fousdat ion of a General Miſ- 
chief to ns and to our Pofferity. 
The Medium therefore to all theſe Ex- 


tremes is to be found out, and that is; to 
bring our Faſhfons and Cuſtoms ro Yuch 
Government, as may at the ſame time ths 
they Corre@, Extravagancies, not over- 
throw ; Reform I Mattners; an 
not-Deftroy Trade: And of this middle be- 
tween the two Extremes, 1 ſhall take the 
F.eedom to ſpeak in the Next. 


. MiSCELLANE A. 


Gave my Range ” my wt for 

Appointin is part of the Paper, to 
gre — B offer, any neceſſacy 
Accidental I * — upon the Publick Mat- 
ters; in which I hope to be both uſeful and 
Diverting ; And tho' it may make this 
part of the Paper ſometimes longer, than 
at firſt I intended, yet I hope it ſhall al- 
ways have Brevity enough to make it Tole - 
rable, and Reaſon enough to Excuſe its 
Prolixiẽpx. A. 

I cannot but think it very proper, to take 
Notice here, of a Practice begun upon the 
Nation, in a very few Months, i 4 de- 
gree, more than uſually Netdrious, I mean 
of Bullying the Sabernment in Printed 
Pamphlets, Rallying and Railing at our Go- 
vernouts, Beſpattering and throwing Dirt 
at the Miniſtry, tho“ Mtberto wone of it flicks, 
but Uyiverſa 
and this by Heads and Hands, who, had 
they ot deen driven to their laſt Shifts, 
would have ſcorn'd a_ way ſo mean and Me- 
chanick, as Fighting under the Shelter of 
an Anony mans rance. 

[ had reallyihid nothing 
the following Neaſdn ; we have had à Ru- 
mour upon Unceftain' Grounds for ſome- 
time paſt, that the Memorial was coming 
to Light z that is, That the Authors were 
to be Detected and Diſcovered; if this had 
been all, I had ſaid nothing, for I.wayeal- 
ways backward to prompt aay Mans. Mif- 
fortunes ; if the Authors are Diſcovered, 
God ſend ibem 8 good Deliverance ; they have 


flyel back in their oven Faces 


one. Adrantage of me, they are fallen into 
better hands than had the Fortune to fall 
into 3 Hands that won't break the Claim of 
Right, by Exorbitant Puniſhments and Fines, - 
ultra Temementum. 

But the occation' of my taking Notice of 
ic here, is this; when our Friends of that 
Party are told, the Authors are Diſcovered , 
What is their Reply ? Ay, ay, ſay theſe Feo. 
ple, they have ſome ſcent of it, but they 
find the Authors a Party too ftrong 
them zand it falls among ſome People; 
that are too big to be geddled with; that 
they don't care to have any'thing to do 
with them; and now they have got Sight of 
them, they are at a loſs z they don't care to 
faſten, for fear they ſhould come © into his 


Fate; that -had a by che Ears, and 
er hater e e RK. 


Wel, sell, Gentlemen, ſay I, let them 
alone let us ſee but who they are, and we 
ſhall ſoon ſee, whether any body be too dig 
for the Juſtice of the Nation; and whether 
any Crime is too big to be declar'd ſo, or a- 
ny Criminal too big to be Puniſh'd ; te this 
I and Infolently Anſeer'd ; Why, what if 
you have them? when you bring them to 
Examination, they'll tell you as che Pſon 
of Sutton did the other Day ; that tis true, 
they did Write it, and they are ready to 
own it; chat 'tis all true and Reaſonable, 
and they are only Sorry they ſaid no more; 

and you may do your worſt with them. 
| <onfeſs, tis the Impadence of this: 
Diſcourſe, makes me Repeat it to the 
World 


